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. SINKIANG ETECTIONS

Although the gubermatorial election in Sinkiang is still £3x off, a mat sl
deal of interest is béing shown in this achievemont, a niloatone of provimcial -
demooracy. i

‘Spedial pireonnsl and hsien chiefs have alrealy been electod.and, unlike’
whose in the interior, these «fftcials Are really representative of tho people.
Central Govermment aiministration of the provinca ius designed only to lead it on
the road to peace, democravy, amd prospe:1iy. This responsidility has teen
borne by Chang Wen-pai (Chang Chik-chuna). .

Popular e_ection of governors is not scmething that can be drought about
overnigut, ospecialiy in view of the present Chinese domestic sifuution, :
Sinkiang 1s. like an infant, too yoang to leave its mother amd pursue an inde-
pendent course. Ve believe that the slection definitely will be held, but the
time 18 still not ripe. Farticipants are very active, however, ari while
the campaigu 18 not as heated or ertensive, it resembles that for the viee-
pri:sidency. )

. Masul Sabri, the present governor, is one of the candidates. He has
an ixpressive reputation and 1s widely supported. He is experienced, trusted
by the Central Govermment, and holds a high position among the Moslem
inhabitants ol the province. : His only drawback 1 his =dvanced age.

Ma-lang-ochun, ancther camdidats, is = provincial rfficer of the Control
Tuen and lgader of the Moslem religion in §inkiang. He is supported dy a
large segment of his Moslem brethren,

Al-s0 18 Uighur who holds the position of secretary~general of the
provincial govormment. His main s%xvngth lies with the Turkish- spoaking
youths, especially the well-educated.

. Pao~erh-han, alsc a Uighur, ummwmsmnangm He
was formsrly assoclated with the Sui-ting (I-11) group and can dopend on that
felationsh.p for financial aid $n his campeign.
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DF Yao-lo; & Ulghur ,"‘15 ‘theluded in'the category of special personnel or
Ea-mi. His mein strength is located in eastern Sinkiang. ’

Ku-1i-mu-han is a Kazekh ard at present holds the position of chief of the
‘provincial finance office.

Sp-1-t'1 holds the grede of special personnel and is & member of the geatry.

Liu Heiao-li is & Chinese who was an advisor during the Sheng Shih-ts'al
period, He was not & follower of Sheng, howewsr, and is now heed of the Social
Affairs Department. o .

I-min, also a Uighur, is head of the Reconstructian 0ffice,

There are others, also, who would not be averse to high position, such as
1iu Meng-ch'un { -shun), seoretary-general of the Northwest Heedquarters, who
18 said to be plamning to participata in the. campaign. He is.a recent arrival
and cammot be properly Juiged at present.

o The outcome of the slection cannot be predicted, but looking at the
B province as e whole, apd at its racial distribution, the Central Govermment
. would be willing to support a Uighur ss the govermor of Sinkiang.
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